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(1) State agency means, with respect 
to any State, the agency, department 
or officer designated by the workers’ 
compensation law of the State to ad-
minister such law. In any case in which 
more than one agency participates in 
the administration of a State workers’ 
compensation law, the Governor of the 
State may designate which of the agen-
cies shall be the State agency for pur-
poses of this part. 

(2) The Secretary’s list means the list 
published by the Secretary of Labor in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER (see § 722.4) con-
taining the names of those States 
which have in effect a workers’ com-
pensation law which provides adequate 
coverage for death or total disability 
due to pneumoconiosis. 

§ 722.3 General criteria; inclusion in 
and removal from the Secretary’s 
list. 

(a) The Governor of any State or any 
duly authorized State agency may, at 
any time, request that the Secretary 
include such State’s workers’ com-
pensation law on his list of those State 
workers’ compensation laws providing 
adequate coverage for total disability 
or death due to pneumoconiosis. Each 
such request shall include a copy of the 
State workers’ compensation law and 
any other pertinent State laws; a copy 
of any regulations, either proposed or 
promulgated, implementing such laws; 
and a copy of any relevant administra-
tive or court decision interpreting such 
laws or regulations, or, if such deci-
sions are published in a readily avail-
able report, a citation to such decision. 

(b) Upon receipt of a request that a 
State be included on the Secretary’s 
list, the Secretary shall include the 
State on the list if he finds that the 
State’s workers’ compensation law 
guarantees the payment of monthly 
and medical benefits to all persons who 
would be entitled to such benefits 
under the Black Lung Benefits Act at 
the time of the request, at a rate no 
less than that provided by the Black 
Lung Benefits Act. The criteria used by 
the Secretary in making such deter-
mination shall include, but shall not be 
limited to, the criteria set forth in sec-
tion 421(b)(2) of the Act. 

(c) The Secretary may require each 
State included on the list to submit re-

ports detailing the extent to which the 
State’s workers’ compensation laws, as 
reflected by statute, regulation, or ad-
ministrative or court decision, con-
tinues to meet the requirements of 
paragraph (b) of this section. If the 
Secretary concludes that the State’s 
workers’ compensation law does not 
provide adequate coverage at any time, 
either because of changes to the State 
workers’ compensation law or the 
Black Lung Benefits Act, he shall re-
move the State from the Secretary’s 
list after providing the State with no-
tice of such removal and an oppor-
tunity to be heard. 

§ 722.4 The Secretary’s list. 
(a) The Secretary has determined 

that publication of the Secretary’s list 
in the Code of Federal Regulations is 
appropriate. Accordingly, in addition 
to its publication in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER as required by section 421 of the 
Black Lung Benefits Act, the list shall 
also appear in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) Upon review of all requests filed 
with the Secretary under section 421 of 
the Black Lung Benefits Act and this 
part, and examination of the workers’ 
compensation laws of the States mak-
ing such requests, the Secretary has 
determined that the workers’ com-
pensation law of each of the following 
listed States, for the period from the 
date shown in the list until such date 
as the Secretary may make a contrary 
determination, provides adequate cov-
erage for pneumoconiosis. 

State 
Period 
com-

mencing 

None ...................................................................... ................
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